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« ^ouslypresented): Aco^^o.towaee^aga.^^ 
comprising: 

(a) a main communication board having 

■ one priruarypower adq)ted tQ ^ ^ 

main communication board, 

- k« one secondary ^ ^ ^ s ^ ^ ^ ^ 

1- one other component ^ fc ^ ^ 

wherein said a. ta^^p,™^^^ 
power suppHed fcerethro^ off ^ p0Wr fc ^ ^ 

said at least one primary power connection and while said at least one other 
component «mains connected to the main communication board, 

a communication connection configured to ^rntmmicatt with a master 
gaming controller of the gaming machine, and 

« leas, one standard receptor slot for securing sa id a, leas, one omer 
component to the main communication board; and 
(b) a daughter board plugged into said stauda* recepter stet of the main 
c— canonboardandconfi^ 

allowing the gaming machine to communicate to said daughter board. 

^ouslypres^ The cornmumcauon interface of claim ,, wnereintbe 
daughter boerdprovidesacommmncanonmrma. allowing me ma^ gaming controller m 

communicate with a gaming device. 
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display sign. < 



with a gaming machine network. 

SCongtaal): ™»^=a«i M i^e of ohta 4, te sa ^ 
n«wo* is a casino area network or a wide area progressive network. 

<«*<-* ^--^^eofo^,^^^^ 
Current Uop, Link Progressive ^ ^ USJJ 

7(W: ^con^nnicationin^ofciairn ^ ^ ^^.^ 
connectioD between the main communication board and the master gaming controller is 

8 (original): necornmurtfcanonin^aceofcfcta wherein the sundard™ 
slot is configured to accept a 15 pin connector. 



'CW ^--^onir^ofciauni.whereinthes^recep^ 
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^^^^^^^^^^^ 

IKP^I,™^ ^^^^ 

primary power connection is configured to receive ™ 

augured to receive power from a substantially non-varying 

power source. 



— «y pc w is crafism8d to ^ ^ ^ a ^ ^ ^ 

stat ofFby a switch wftbfc fte 



IS 



game. 



14-28 (canceled) 

»0~*-™*>, hi a gaming machine having a master gaming coulroiler 
^a^co^^on^aUo^,^^^^^^^ 
fon^,a m ^ of _^^ a ^ mviamuMpie _^ 

formats, the method comprising: 

providing a fa, daughter board in a ft* ^dard recent „„, of fc ^ 
— canon ^ ^ daugh^ boa^ conv^ ^ h a &a ccnununicatfon, 
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transmission; 

commuixicatioii board; 

a, leas, one 3^ ^ KBaection ^ ^ ^ 

mam cotnmunication board to said first daughter boar* and 

^gtbofctda^b^^a^^^^^^^ 
-eptor slo, of the ^ cowmmca&m ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

pnmar, pow connection, which second daughter board converts signals ta a &st 
^^-^^ fen ^ g a^co MroUertoai ^ teaconimm . ^ 
format other than the firs, commnnicafion format, fbr transunssiou. 

3uCpreviot.sIyprese.Ked> m a gaming machine Win, a ma«er gaming conquer 
^'^-umcauonb^aUowingcommuu^ 

forma*, anrethod of communicating ^ a pinralny of gaming devices, m e m «hod 

comprising: 

providing a firs, daughter board in a first sfcndard receptor siot of the main 

transmission to a first gaming device; 

a first power connection; 

providing a second daughter board in a second standard receptor slot of the main 
communication board, which second daughter board converts signals in a firs, 
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^^^^^^^^^ 

communications format for transmission to a second gaming device* 

™^^^^_c^n t ^,o^ sero „ d ^ b( ^ 

via a second power connection; 

"-rough said second power connection; and 

-^lacingtoflrstda^^^^^^^^^^ 

second power connection. 



31 (canceled) 



*(<*«>: ^-^of claim 30, wr ^ aetodc(Wcationf<innatisii 
fiber optic communication standard. 



33 (origmal): The method of claim 30 wherein the -rW, 

' nerem ^ fcst conunumcation format is an 

RS-232 communication standard. 



S^Cpreviouslvpresented): Tlememodofc 1 a i m30.^e mt ne g arn i ngdev i ee 
network device or a display sign. 



is 



35 (original): The method of claim 30 wher^-n * j 

JU> WJlere °ith e second communication format is 
selected from the group consisting of RS-422/4S5 Fiw r. « 

* & 422/485 - F *er Optic, RS-232, DCS Current Loop 

Link Progressive Current Loop and USB. 
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36 (previously presented): The method of claim 30, wherein communications are 
made with a gaming machine network having at least one additional gaming machine. 

37 (previously presented): The method of claim 36, wherein the gaming machine 
network is a casino area network or a wide area progressive network. 

38 (previously presented): The method of claim 36, wherein said second gaming 
device is located on said gaming machine network. 

39 (previously presented): The method of claim 36, further comprising the step of: 
communicating a signal to a remote gaming device on said gaming machine network 

when money is accepted by the gaming machine, said remote gaming device being adapted to 
tally the amount of money accepted by a plurality of gaining machines fa the gaming 

machine network:, 

40 (previous presented): The method of daim 36, wherein the gaming machine 
network contains a plurality of gaming machines connected as part of a daisy chain, said 
daisy chain comprising a communication loop. 

41 (previously presented): The method of claim 40, wherein a plurality of gaming 
machines within said daisy chain each echoes upstream communication along the 
communication loop whether or not the power is on to a particular gaming machine in the 
daisy chain. 
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42(^0^^ ^mahrfofclaim^v^^,^ 



4 3 (^ous, y p™):^ m ^ dofoIata40iWhereinatirastoneofs<iid 

* Wdsis confl^^,^ commum^^^ eclo 

jumper. 



n.cc^unieaa.nin.erfWciaim, 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
one or mora tuning rmchine S m ^ 

45 (previously p^^ ^ rf ^ ^ ^ 

g anur. g „^ rk ^ Ml ^ oM ^^^^^^ 

etain, said daisy chain comprising a cc.ramuofcatfca, loop. 

46 <previous.yprcsen.ed): tt, commnni^oain.erftc. of ciain^, wherein a 
W of samin, machines vrffcin sad daisy chain each echoes upstream communion 

along the communication loop whether «r 

P wnetter or not the power * on to a particular gaming 

in the daisy chain. 



a 
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'T^viousiypresented): TVcon mu o i ca«oni,«e A ce„fc Wm 45,^e rei » S ai d 
on the comnuaication loop, including its own communications. 



^(p^eviou^entcd): Tte^^^^^^^^ 
one of said daugh*, boads „ c,,^ to ^ . ^ ^ ^ m 

echo jumper. 

49<p r e™ S Iyp«sen t ed) : ^.^n^eh.ving^^^^^ 
and « ieas, one on«r gaming device, a nwhod of op«*ing aaid gaming machine 

comprising: 

providing a main communication board adapted to facilitate communication via 
various communications formats, said main communication board having a plurality of 

standard receptor slots; 

providing power to said main communication board via a first power connection; 

providing a first daughter board in a first standard receptor slot of said main 
communication board, said first daughter board adapted to convert signals sent from the 
master gaming controller in a first communications format to signals in a second 
communications format for transmission to said other gaming device or along a gaming 
machine network; 

Priding power to said first daughter board via a second power connection; 

switching offpower through said first power connection to said main communication 
board; and 



IGT1P022 

PAGE 10/19* RCVD AT 12/7/2004 1 :51:38 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 ' DNIS:8729306 * CSID:1650961S301 * DURATION (mm-ss):05-22 



DEC. 6. 2004 10:55PM 16509618301 



NO. 326 P. 11 



maintaining power to said first daughter board via said second power connection 
during said step of switching offpower through said first power connection to said main 
communication board. 



50 (previously presented): Ine method of claim 49, further including the steps of: 
providing a second daughter board in a second standard receptor slot of the main 
communication board, said second daughter board adapted to convert signals sent from the 
master gaming controller to signals in a third communications format for transmission to said 
other gaming device, another gaming device, or along a gaming machine network; 
providing power to said second daughter board via a third power connection; 
switching offpower through said second power connection to said first daughter 

board; 

niamlaining power to said second daughter board via said third power connection 
during said step of switching offpower through said second power connection to said first 
daughter board; and 

replacing said first daughter board with a third daughter board in said first standard 
receptor slot of the main communication board. 
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